
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camden Fremont 
Businessmenôs 

Association   
Established August 25, 1931 

 
  

 
President: Gullik R. Stolee, 
Stolee Pharmacy, (Adeline), 
4700 Bryant Ave N, (Hyland 
1687), hm4751 Camden Ave N. 
Brother Jacob clk Stolee, r 4751 
Camden Ave N  
 
Vice President: G.A. Haertel 
Jr., (VP), Mgr. G.A. Haertel 
(Building material and feed 4216 
Lyndale Ave N) h 4115 Aldrich 
Ave N 
 
Treasurer: Dr. O. R. Linn: (Dr. 
Oliver R (Selma) dentist, 4146 
Fremont Ave N, h. 1200 S. 
Cedar Lk Rd 
 
Secretary: Hal R. Mattson: 
Halfred R (Edith) sec Camden 
Fremont Merchants Association 
3801 Aldrich Ave N 
 



 
 
  



Former NWMBA President and Treasurer  
Earl Suhrbier- 

 
ñQuiet, but in charge,ò Earl Suhrbier- 
by Margo Ashmore, NorthNews November 2011 
 

Earl Suhrbier might have been a great bugle player, but in his 
other life dealings, he wasnôt one to toot his own horn. 
Involved in numerous organizations including Showboat Days 
and what became the Northwest Minneapolis Business 
Association (NWMBA), he was ñquiet, but in charge,ò said wife 
Patricia. 
 
ñHeôd know what to do and how to go about it,ò delegating to people who could handle tasks, and taking 
care of background things like bookkeeping and contracts himself. 
 
Earl died in mid-August at age 79. ñHe got his wish,ò Pat said, ñbetter the body than the mind. Both of 
our dads had Alzheimers.ò He received a full honor guard at Fort Snelling, with a World War II veteran 
bugler as good as Doc Severinsen, she said. 
 
He was a long long-time member of the Laidlaw Drum and Bugle Corps, which became 
Minnesota Brass, Incorporated, 1949 through the 1960s. It was after a drum corps practice that Pat first 
met Earl in 1950, at a cafe on Lake Street. He had enough come on banter that she initially thought 
ñwhat a smart ass,ò but he proved to be a gentleman, and ñsuper neatò (as in tidy).  
 
Earlôs parents moved the family from Jordan, Minnesota to Minneapolis in 1946; he graduated from 
North High School in 1950. After two years as a rip-saw operator he was drafted, and served two years 
in the army. 
 
Earl was NWMBA treasurer for over 30 years, president for four years, and co-chair of Showboat Days 
for 25 years. ñWhat always intrigued me about Earl,ò said David Norris, in the 1990s a business banker 
at what was then the Camden Norwest Bank and served as president of 
the business association, ñis that his business probably could be anywhere, it didnôt rely on walk-in trade, 
but he wanted to make sure that urban progress, such as the freeway, didnôt destroy the small 
community feeling of Camden.ò 
 
The couple operated Nelson Johnson Wood Products from 1963 until he retired in 1998, at 4236 
Lyndale, at one time located between an upholsterer and a wood finisher. They built custom wood 
furniture and sold all sorts of handyman and hobby items. 
 
Pat said, ñWhat bothered him most was an empty storefront. Heôs say we need to find someone to fill it. 
It was hard, with just six or seven peopleò in the association at regular meetings. More would come for 
the annual dinners, and would thank Earl for ñholding it together,ò Pat said. 
The taking of homes and businesses so many years before the I-94 freeway was completed in the 
1980s,ñThatôs what really hurt. When we started, all the buildings were full.ò She remembered the 
festivities held when the freeway was finished, with people being shuttled by bus and celebrated as ñthe 
missing linkò in a ceremony with huge Styrofoam chain links. Pretty soon, 
Earl had had enough and said ñweôve got to get back to work.ò 
 
Earl was active at his church, Holy Trinity, and a member of the bowling team. He was involved in the 
American Legion, appointed music committee chair for the 1974 National Legion Convention in 
Minneapolis. 
 
He was a member of ñall three local woodcarving clubs, attending meetings and selling woodcarving 
tools and supplies. Earl especially enjoyed camping almost every weekend during the summer with his 
family, and spending time in his yard and garden,ò his memorial stated. 
 
Earl and Patôs children are Dawn, Melody and Blair; there are six grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.  
 
Friends have asked Pat how they ever made a living with all their other activities going on. ñSometimes I 
wonder how we managed to work 9-5.ò Pat said that once youôve managed an event, itôs relatively easy 
to maintain, just change a couple of things each time. 
 
Accomplishments: 25 years of Showboat Days Parade, Carnival, Fireworks 
 

  



1931 Camden-Fremont Businessmen's Association--- 
2011 North West Minneapolis Business Association 

 

Established: August 25th, 1931 
President: Gullik R. Stolee, Stolee Pharmacy, (Adeline), 4700 Bryant Ave N, (Hyland 1687), hm4751 Camden Ave N. 
Brother Jacob clk Stolee, r 4751 Camden Ave N  
Vice President: G.A. Haertel Jr., (VP), Mgr. G.A. Haertel (Building material and feed 4216 Lyndale Ave N) h 4115 
Aldrich Ave N 
Treasurer: Dr. O. R. Linn: (Dr. Oliver R (Selma) dentist, 4146 Fremont Ave N, h. 1200 S. Cedar Lk Rd 
Secretary: Hal R. Mattson: Halfred R (Edith) sec Camden Fremont Merchants Association 3801 Aldrich Ave N 
 
1950's: 
President: George W. Whitfield:(Pearl D), Assist. Cash. Camden Northwestern State Bank h. 3306 Newton Ave N 
Secretary: Kenneth I. Englund: (Julia M), Camden Floral and Gift Shop, 4136 Lyndale Ave N, h. 3801 Lyndale Ave N 
 
1960's:  
May 14th, 1962, Name Change: Camden Area Commercial Club, Inc. 
President: Loyd T. Brandvold: Loydyôs Drive-In, 52nd and Lyndale Ave N   
Vice President: Casimir Burzynski: Miles Lumber Mgr, 4500 Lyndale Ave N, 2755 Fillmore Street Northeast, (Brother 
Richard Asst. Supervisor for NSP) 
Secretary: Harry W. Olson: Broker, Harry W. Olson Realty, h 1134 Cedar View Circle  
 
1970's: 
President: Casimir Burzynski: Miles Lumber Mgr, 4500 Lyndale Ave N, 2755 Fillmore Street Northeast 
John C. Bohanon: Hauglund, Carleen, OôDougherty, & Bohanon 4301 Emerson Ave N 
Edwin H. Byer: (Barbara), VP. Cash, Camden Northwestern State Bank, h. 3512 46th Ave N   
Melvin J. Doyle: (Leona L), President-Sec Marvel Rack Mfg Co. Inc, 3829 Dupont Ave N 
Secretary: Lewis Anderson: Cash. Camden Northwestern State Bank, 5616 80th  
 
1980's: 
March 19, 1981: Name change: Camden Commercial Club, Inc. 
President: Earl Suhrbrier: Treasurer (30years) & President for 4 years, Nelson Johnson Wood Products/Lyndale Ave N. 
Showboat Days at Webber Park during Aquatennial 
Secretary: Ann Marie Bokovay: Retired 
 
1990's: Northwest Minneapolis Business Association 
April 14, 1993: Name change: Northwest Minneapolis Business Association, Inc. 
President: David Norris, Folwell Park Director?/MPRB Commissioner? 
Treasurer: Earl Suhrbrier, Nelson-Johnson Wood Products 
 
2000's: 
2003 President: Tom Johnson: (Bonnie), Camden Pharmacy, 42nd and Fremont Ave N 
Vice President: Sue Sodren, Camden Coffee, 44th and Humboldt Ave N,   
Treasurer: Earl Suhrbrier, Nelson-Johnson Wood Products,  
Secretary: Amy Luesebrink, Luesebrink Office Services, 5557 James Ave N 
 
President: 2004: Mary Martin: Ready to Show Homes, 3458 Logan Avenue N 
1st Woman President, Directories designed for members, 35 Members 
Vice President: Vivienne Williamson, Mighty Stitch by Vivienne, LLC, 2144 44th Ave N,          
Treasurer: Earl Suhrbier, Nelson Johnson Wood Products 
Secretary: Amy Luesebrink, Luesebrink Office Services, 5557 James Ave 
 
President: 2005-2007: Vivienne Williamson: Mighty Stitch by Vivienne, LLC: 2144 44th Ave N 
1st Jamaican NWMBA President, Neighborhood Development Center Vice President, Established the NWMBA Fall Social, 
45 members: Thumbs up Marketing Campaign, 2nd version of directories developed and distributed to the public  
Vice President:  Earl Suhrbier   Executive Board members: Stacey Henderson, Bonnie Johnson, Tannise Larkin 
Treasurer:   Nancy Beals 
Secretary:   Amy Luesebrink 
 
President: 2008-2009: Duane Atter: The Warren-An Artist's Habitat, 4400 Osseo Rd, 3rd version of directories 
developed, (35 Members) 
Vice President: Brock Hanson: Framatix, Inc., 4923 Vincent Ave N, 
Treasurer: Danette Hoffstrom, Northside Auto,4200 Fremont Ave N 
Secretary: Amy Luesebrink, Luesebrink Office Services 
 
2010's 
2010 to present 
President: Brock Hanson: Framatix, Inc., 4923 Vincent Ave N, 
Launched year-long advertising campaign, ñLetôs Grow Camden Togetherò, Marketing Campaign grows membership to 50 
in 2011 
Established NWMBA first website, Started Constant Contact newsletter, and surveys. Hosts 80th NWMBA Celebration 
Vice President: Carol Hultquist, Natural Organizing, 4261 Russell Avenue North 
Treasurer: Danette Hoffstrom, Northside Auto,4200 Fremont Ave N 
Secretary: Amy Luesebrink, Luesebrink Office Services 
Executive Committee Members:  
Jody Lee: Acorn Mini Storage Mgr, 4700 Lyndale Ave N/Mary Kay Independent Consultant 
Margarette Nevalainen: Mary Kay Independent Consultant 
 



 
 

G.A.Haertel 

Grain, Flour& 

Feed was among 

the first 

businesses on 

Lyndale Ave N at 

the foot of the 

Camden Bridge. 

G.A.HaertelΩs son 

would later 

become one of 

our original 

incorporators. 

(MNHS 1900 

circa) 



This aerial view 

shows the 

thriving Camden 

business area in 

1940Ωs where 

Webber Parkway, 

Lyndale, 42nd Ave 

N, and 

Washington Ave 

N converge. 

This was all prior 

to Interstate 94. 

(Camdenews Sept 

1985) 



 

 

The Camden Park 

State Bank moved 

from its original 

location on 4150 

Washington Ave 

N in 1920.  

Many 

businessmen and 

many business 

meetings 

including the 

North 

Minneapolis 

BusinessmenΩs 

Association, and 

our own Camden-

Fremont 

BusinessmenΩs 

Association were 

held at the office 

space of the 

Ancient Order of 

United Workmen. 

(A.O.U.W. insignia 

is still on the side 

of this building.) 

(MNHS 1922) 



        



 

  





2000-2003  
President: Tom Johnson: (Bonnie),  

Camden Pharmacy,  
42

nd
 and Fremont Ave N 

Vice President: Sue Sodren, Camden Coffee, 44th and 
Humboldt Ave N,   
Treasurer: Earl Suhrbrier, Nelson-Johnson Wood 
Products,  
Secretary: Amy Luesebrink, Luesebrink Office Services, 
5557 James Ave N 
 

 

  



President: 2004: Mary Martin:  
Ready to Show Homes, 
3458 Logan Avenue N 
1

st
 Woman President, 

Directories designed for members, 
35 Members, Spring Art Party Advertising and 

membership drive 

 
Vice President: Vivienne Williamson, Mighty Stitch by Vivienne, LLC, 
2144 44th Ave N, 
Treasurer: Earl Suhrbier, Nelson Johnson Wood Products 
Secretary: Amy Luesebrink, Luesebrink Office Services, 5557 James 
Ave 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



President: 2005-2007:  
Vivienne Williamson:  

Mighty Stitch by Vivienne, LLC:  
2144 44th Ave N 

1
st
 Jamaican NWMBA President, Neighborhood 

Development Center Vice President, Established 
the NWMBA Fall Social, 45 members: Thumbs up 

Marketing Campaign, 2
nd

 version of directories 
developed and distributed to the public 

Vice President:  Earl Suhrbier 
Treasurer:   Nancy Beals 

Secretary:   Amy Luesebrink 
Executive Board: 

Stacey Henderson 
Bonnie Johnson 
Tannise Larkin 

 
 
 
 


